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VUAY KUMAR PATODI, son of Motilal Patodi, was born in Guna in the state of Madhya Pradesh on March 12, 194.5. After 
graduating from the Government Higher Secondary School, Guna, in 1960. he took his B.Sc. degree at the Vikram 
University, Ujjain, with a first division in Mathematics and Physics. He obtained a Master's degree (first class) in 
Mathematics atthe Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, in 1966. Patodi's teachers recognized his extraordinary talents in 
mathematics, and sent him to the Centre for Advanced Study in Mathematics of Bombay University, after which he joined 
the Tara Institute as a Research Associate in 1%7. Patodi worked largely by himself, and in I%9 wrote his first paper entitled 
"Curvature and the igenforms of the Laplace operator", which was sent to Professor Singer. After some correspondence, 
Professor Singer was instrumental in bringing Patodi to M.LT. and the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, where h
met Professors M. F. Atiyah and R. Bott. 
His early work on heat equation methods in index theory and his joint work with Professors Atiyah, Bott and Singer, are 
widely recognized. He was invited to the International Congress of Mathematicians at Vancouver in 1974. He was elected 
Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, and was awarded aGold Medal of the Indian National Science Academy in 1974. 
He was also the recipient of the Gold Medal of the Indian Mathematical Society in 1970 for his paper "Curvature and the 
fundamental solution of the Heat operator", published in the Journal of the Indian Mathematical Society. Dr. Patodi was 
promoted to an Associate Professorship n 1973 and to a Professorship n 1976 at the Tata Institute. 
Professor Patodi had been in frail health for some years. He died on December 21, 1976, after complications in
preparation for a kidney transplant. Histragic death is a loss to mathematics everywhere. It is a special blow to India, for he 
was one of their most brilliant young mathematicians and destined to play an influential role in Indian mathematics. 
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